
 May
2012
S

o
u

th
e

rn
 Y

o
rk

 C
o

u
n

ty
 S

ch
o

o
l D

is
tr

ic
t District Programs Named ‘Exemplary’ 

Two Southern York County School District programs 
have been selected by Shippensburg University as 
‘Exemplary Programs.’ The Shippensburg University 
Study Council recognized Southern Middle School’s 
Engineering by Design Program and the Life Skills 
Support (LSS) Program at Susquehannock High 
School. The District received awards and showcased 
these programs April 18, 2012 at Shippensburg’s 
annual ‘Exemplary Program’ presentation. This event 
is for the benefit of administrators and teachers from 
across Pennsylvania. 

“Congratulations are extended to Steve Hildebrand 
and Mike Konzelman for the Engineering by Design 
Program and Tom Laure for the Life Skills Support 
Program,” Superintendent Thomas Hensley said.

The Engineering by Design program, which was 
implemented in 2006, focuses on invention and 
innovation for seventh graders and technological 
systems for eighth graders. Students not only learn 
the history of technology, innovation and invention, 
but they also experience hands-on activities and use 
the engineering design process to solve design chal-

lenges. Students also use PowerPoint and AutoCAD 
to present and design systems. 

Students in Susquehannock’s LSS Program range 
in age from 15 to 21. They are students who have 
been determined to be developmentally functioning 
below their expectancy, due to cognitive delays or 
significant intellectual disabilities. LSS assists these 
students in the transition from school to work. The 
program helps prepare them to function as indepen-
dently as possible when they transition from school 
age to adulthood. 

“These are the sixth and seventh programs in the last 
13 years to be recognized by Shippensburg Univer-
sity as ‘Exemplary Programs.’ We are very proud of 
this,” Hensley said. 

The annual event is sponsored by the Shippensburg 
University School Study Council, a professional 
development partnership between public school dis-
tricts and the University, which also supports school 
system leaders in improving the instructional experi-
ence. 

In the photo to the left, the Southern Middle School Engi-
neering by Design program was honored at Shippensburg 
University as ‘Exemplary.’ Featured, from left to right, are 
Assistant Superintendent Sandra Lemmon, Teachers Steve 
Hildebrand and Mike Konzelman, Principal Len Reppert, 
and Superintendent Thomas Hensley.

In the photo to the right and representing the Life Skills 
Support Program at Susquehannock High School are Assis-
tant Superintendent Sandra Lemmon, Teacher Tom Laure, 
Instructional Assistant Toni Shearer, Principal Robert 
Bryson, and Superintendent Thomas Hensley.

See Pages 9-12 for 2012-13 
School Budget Information
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board meetings
The Southern York County School District Board of 
Education holds meetings on the  third Thursday of 
January, February, March, April, May, June, July, 
August, September, October, November, and the 
first Thursday of  December, unless otherwise not-
ed. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the Conference 
Room of the District Administration building, unless 
otherwise noted. Meetings are also televised live 
via Comcast’s Cable TV Channel 99.

contacting the school district
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Office.............................................. Ext. 7300

mission statement
The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that pro-
motes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of its activi-
ties, programs, employment policies or practices as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1974, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Employees and participants who have an inquiry or 
complaint of harassment or discrimination, or who 
need information about accommodations for per-
sons with disabilities, should contact the office of 
the Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Southern 
York County School District, P.O. Box 128, Glen 
Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
publication

The Southern Way is published four times a year—
September/October, January/February, April/May, 
and June through the Publications and Public Infor-
mation office of our district.  

website
www.sycsd.org

© 2012; Southern York County School District. All 
rights reserved.

Schools Announce National 
Geography Bee Winners

Students in grades four, five and six at Friendship, Southern, and Shrewsbury Elemen-
tary Schools participated this year in the National Geography Bee.  Following a qualifying 
test, the students from each class then proceeded to the preliminary round competition, 
where they answered questions on U.S. geography, state geography, U.S. cities, conti-
nents, world capital cities, and cultural geography. The top 10 students in this round 
went to the final competition to determine the school winners. 

The National Geography Bee is an educational program of the National Geographic 
Society, a nationwide geography competition for U.S. schools in grades fourth through 
eighth, designed to encourage the teaching and studying of geography. Tests are prepared 
by the National Geographic Society and administered by the schools.

School Winners

Friendship
1st..............................Ryan Pugaczewski 
2nd................................ Nick Standiford 
3rd .................................Steven Burchett 

Southern
1st..................................Michael Torbert 
2nd...................................... Katie Heiser     
3rd........................................Josh Alwine

Shrewsbury
1st....................................Connor Woods 
2nd ...................................Kyle Orndorff 
3rd........................................Alec Kramer 

Pictured to the right are Friendship Elemen-
tary School winners, who pose with Assistant 
Principal Mary Messner. They include (left to 
right) – Nick Standiford, Ryan Pugaczewski, 
and Steven Burchett.

Pictured to the left are Southern Elementary 
School winners, who pose with Assistant Princi-
pal Mary Messner. They include (left to right) – 
Josh Alwine, Michael Torbert, and Katie Heiser.

Pictured to the right, from Shrewsbury Elemen-
tary, the winners pose with Principal Jodie Sau-
ers (far right) and Assistant Principal Lisa Boyer 
(left). They include (left to right) – Alec Kramer, 
Connor Woods, and Kyle Orndorff. 
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District Launches Pilot Communication Tool through Twitter
Videos, Newsletters , News, Spotlight Articles, and YouTube Videos are Tweeted

In the photo, Adelaide Achterberg, center, is featured at the award 
ceremonies with Middle School teachers, Kate Newland, left, and 
Melissa Bazner, right.

Southern Middle school seventh grade student Adelaide 
Achterberg recently won a gold key and honorable mention in 
the 2012 South Central Pennsylvania Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards. She received the gold key award for her poems, Eight 
Years Late and Broken. These poems will be advanced to the 
national level. Achterberg also won an honorable mention for 
her short story, Lavender Lake Fish. 

The writing awards are sponsored by Commonwealth Connec-
tions Academy. Chosen from more than 1,100 entries, she is 
one of 350 students to be awarded gold keys, silvers keys, or 
honorable mentions. Winners of these awards come from 60 
schools. 

This nationally-recognized program awards students for their 
creative excellence in 28 different categories, ranging from 
poetry to journalism, and painting to comic art. Students in 
grades 7-12 from the surrounding counties were eligible to 
showcase their talents and have their entries judged by area 
artistic and literary professionals. Students who received gold 
keys have their work advanced to the national level, alongside 
thousands of entries from other regional affiliate programs 
across the country.

Middle School Student Receives Writing Awards

Southern York County School District 
plans to use Twitter to amplify its current 
electronic communication.

The District recently launched a pilot 
Twitter program to utilize a free online 
social networking and micro blogging 
service. Users send and read text-based 
posts, known as “tweets.” They may fol-
low accounts that they find interesting 
and informative. Messages may contain 
embedded pictures, videos, or links to 
external Websites. Users’ tweets appear 
chronologically in a “feed.” Each mes-
sage may be “retweeted” by followers and 
shared with a larger audience.

Southern York County School District will 
utilize Twitter to disseminate news items, 
public information, and achievements to 
parents, students, and community mem-
bers. Through the use of Twitter, the Dis-
trict will amplify its message as it spreads 
from smaller networks to larger ones.

“Our overall goal is to provide a way to 

aggregate all of our existing communica-
tion into one place,” said Mark Rill, Coor-
dinator of Marketing and Public Informa-
tion.

The communications items that will be 
posted to Twitter during the pilot include 
The Southern Way and Alumni Pride news-
letters, news and spotlight articles from 
the District Website, and official SYCSD 
YouTube videos. These videos will also be 
synchronized with Twitter to post auto-
matically. All tweets will contain a head-
line, followed by a link back to the original 
communication.

“Twitter will allow us to share our mes-
sages with a much larger audience than 
just parents and students – our virtual 
community,” said Doug Walters, Coordina-
tor of Student Transportation.

Communication for the District’s Twit-
ter program is one-way and prevents 
comments or responses from the user. 
“Retweets” are similar to that of a for-

warded email. The District will continue to 
use its internal safe computing standards 
in that internal access to the site is pass-
word protected and a limit is placed on the 
number of District users with access to 
the Twitter account. The Twitter feed will 
also be monitored closely to ensure that all 
tweets are accurate and appropriate.

“Of all the social networks, Twitter pro-
vides the best opportunity to share Dis-
trict messages one way,” Walters said.

The pilot Twitter program will run from 
April through August 2012. At that time, 
it will be revisited and officials will deter-
mine whether to continue and/or expand 
it. To learn how to register on Twitter 
through the Southern York County School 
District, click here.
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Students Perform in Music Festivals 

Friendship Song Fest 

Southern Song Fest

Southern Honors Choir

Students from Friendship, Southern, and Shrewsbury Elemen-
tary Schools performed in the Pennsylvania Music Educators 
(PMEA) District 7 Elementary Song Fest Saturday, March 31, 
2012 at Cocalico Middle School in Denver, Pa. Students were 
chosen by recommendation of their choir teachers to perform 
in the festival, which included singers from 42 different elemen-
tary and middle schools in York and the surrounding counties. 

The Song Fest students from each school are featured above (left to right). 
From Friendship Elementary, the students include, first row – Francesca 
Wright and Michaela Bryan; second row – Laurel Manion and Samantha 
Bechtel; From Southern Elementary, the students are (left to right) –  Kate 
Burgess, Emma Day, Melinda Yeh, and Danielle Simpson; From Shrews-
bury Elementary, the students include Jordan Osborne, Jade Reall, and 
Michaela Elsen.

Several choral students in fifth and sixth grades from Southern 
Elementary School performed March 24, 2012 in the York County 
Elementary Honors Choral Festival at Eastern High School. Stu-
dents were chosen by recommendation of their choir teachers to 
perform in the one-day festival. It included 350 fourth, fifth, and 
sixth graders from various York County School Districts.

The choral festival students from Southern Elementary are featured below. 
They include (back row, left to right) – Lauren Hallameyer, Hayden Roberts, 
Sydney Hudgins, Dylan Tabak, Sravya Kommuri, Mia Kobylski, and Julia Kel-
baugh; front row – Jacob Silliman, Alex Dennis, and Olivia Schroeder.

Shrewsbury Song FestStudents from Southern Middle School recently participated in 
the York County Middle School Honors Band Concert, which was 
held at York Suburban Middle School. The ensemble was com-
prised of band students from 15 York County middle schools. 
Susquehannock High School alumnus, Richard Anderson, served 
as guest conductor for the concert. Mr. Anderson is a retired 
Music Department Chair from the York Suburban School District. 

Representing Southern Middle School were 8th graders Maddie 
Ellis (clarinet), Ally Kerr (flute), Angela Novacek (flute), Jacob 
Rohrbaugh (alto saxophone), 7th grader Taylor Breeding (clari-
net), and Southern Middle School Band Director Justin Presley. 

Featured below (left to right) are Southern Middle School Band Director Jus-
tin Presley, Taylor Breeding, Maddie Ellis, Angela Novacek, Jacob Rohrbaugh, 
and Ally Kerr.

SMS Honors Band
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Athletic Achievements

All-Star Teams
Congratulations to the following Susque-
hannock High School winter student ath-
letes for being selected to the YAIAA/York 
Daily Record/Coaches All-Star Teams: 

Alex Fancher – Boys Basketball
Shannon Druck – Girls Basketball

Kyle Shaffer – Swimming 
Doug Mentlik – Swimming 
Grant Shaffer – Swimming 

The Winter All-Stars include, front row (left to right)  – Grant 
Shaffer, Shannon Druck, and Kyle Shaffer; back row – Alex 
Fancher and Doug Mentlik.

Three Susquehannock High School seniors recently 
signed letters of intent to play volleyball in college. 
Sherelle Walker agreed to play for the University 
of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC), where 
she plans to major in pre-physical therapy. Kacey 
Franz will play for Salisbury University, where she 
will major in nursing. Hannah Bentz signed a letter 
of intent to play for Gettysburg College, where she 
plans to pursue public policy.

Athletes Sign Letters to Play Collegiate Volleyball 

The volleyball players sign letters of intent, while their 
families watch; front row (left to right) – Hannah Bentz, 
Sherelle Walker, and Kacey Frantz; middle row – Karole 
and Abigail Bentz, Jarace and Jaden Walker, and Donna 
and Gary Franz; back row – Paul Bentz, Horace and Mar-
cia Walker, and Coach Rob Marrison.

Student Named National Merit Scholarship Finalist
Susquehannock High School senior 
Kevin Procopio was recognized as a 
National Merit Scholarship finalist for 
2012.  He is one of about 15,000 semi-
finalists nationwide who advanced to 
this standing. Winners of National 
Merit Scholarship awards are chosen 
from the finalist group, based on their 
abilities, skills, and accomplishments.

The National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram is an academic competition for 
recognition and scholarships that 
began in 1955. High school students 
enter the National Merit Program by 

taking the Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT), a test which serves 
as a screening of more than 1.5 mil-
lion entrants each year, and by meet-
ing published program entry/partici-
pation requirements.

From the finalist group, 8,400 stu-
dents will be notified by this sum-
mer that they will receive a National 
Merit Scholarship. After graduation, 
Procopio will attend the University of 
Pennsylvania, where he plans to major 
in chemical engineering.
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Three Susquehannock High School students placed first in 
the regional competition of the Pennsylvania High School 
Computer Fair. The regional competition was comprised of 
three counties including Franklin, York, and Adams. Senior 
Emily Teter placed first in the Graphic Design category. 
Senior Jill Silverman placed first in the Logo Design cat-
egory. Senior Erika Sentz placed first in the Website Design 
category. All three students will advance to the State Compe-
tition at Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa. on May 22, 2012. 

The Pennsylvania High School Computer Fair is an annual 
event that highlights the application skills and computer 
knowledge of Pennsylvania high school students. The stu-
dents compete in several categories, including Animation, 
Computer Fair Logo, Digital Movie, Graphic Design, Pro-
gramming, and Web Page Design.

Students Advance to State 
Computer Fair Competition

Schools Battle, Raise Money 
For Scholarship Program

Administrators, teachers, and staff from the Southern York 
County School District battled one another as they raced like 
caterpillars, tossed footballs and beach balls, bowled, and 
played hockey with lemons, all in order to raise money for the 
Southern York County School District Foundation’s scholar-
ship program.

The fourth annual Battle of the Buildings raised more than 
$5,900 for student scholarships. Teams from each of the six 
buildings competed in various races, while fans from each of 
the schools packed the Susquehannock High School gym and 
cheered for their teams.

From Admin’s Purple Team, Southern Middle’s Warrior Pride, 
and Susquehannock’s Warrior Nation, to Friendship Elemen-
tary’s Team Fire, Shrewsbury Elementary’s Team Storm and 
Southern Elementary’s Team Good Times, each school fea-
tured its own participants and events for the competition.

The humorous, yet competitive events consisted of the Cater-
pillar Race, Hockey Relay, Jamm’in Beach Ball Relay, Hut-Hut-
Hike Relay, Three Ball Relay, and the Lemon Derby.

The Southern Middle School team, Warrior Pride, finished with 
the most points, and captured this year’s Battle of the Build-
ings trophy. Susquehannock High School’s Warrior Nation 
team placed second, with Friendship Elementary’s team finish-
ing in third place.

District Athletic Director and event coordinator Chuck Abbott 
thanked all of the volunteers who helped make this year’s Bat-
tle of the Buildings a success. This year’s total of $5,911 sur-
passed the $5,237.90 that was raised last year.

“Congratulations to the Middle School for capturing the fourth 
annual Battle of the Buildings trophy,” Abbott said. “Also, con-
gratulations to Southern Elementary School for being selected 
as the recipient of the Spirit Award. It was an awesome event. 
Many, many thanks to all those people who volunteered their 
time to help out. We could not have done it without them.”

Southern Middle School’s Warrior Pride team captured this 
year’s trophy in the annual Battle of the Buildings event. 

Emily Teter (left)  
placed first in 
Graphic Design.

Jill Silverman 
(right) placed 
first in Logo 
Design.

Erika Sentz (left) 
placed first in 
Website Design.
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Students throughout the Southern York County School 
District will display their artistic creations as the Dis-
trict presents its sixth annual Arts and Technology Fair 
Wednesday, May 16, 2012, from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Students in kindergarten through 12th grade will exhibit 
an assortment of their work, which will range from paint-
ings, photos, drawings, furniture, clothing, and metal 
sculptures. Video production students will also feature 
their projects. This free event will be held throughout 
Susquehannock High School’s main gymnasium and the 
surrounding hallways. Several of the students’ pieces will 
be available for purchase. Light refreshments will also be 
served.

In addition, the event will highlight some musical pieces 
from Southern York County School District students. 

Middle School Students Dance, Raise Money for Cancer
Chaz Powell, SHS graduate and Penn State Football Player, Visited Students

Students at Southern Middle School danced, raced, and played games for 
seven hours to help children with cancer. As part of the Four Diamonds 
Fund, the school raised more than $18,000 to help combat childhood 
cancer. The Four Diamonds Fund, which began in 1972, assists children 
who are treated for cancer at Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital, 
along with their families. 

During the fourth annual Mini-THON, the middle school students par-
ticipated in an all-inclusive program that featured dodge ball, entertain-
ment, games, music, crafts, and prizes. The students, however, had to 
stand for seven hours.  

This year’s event raised $18,782.28, far exceeding the $12,728 that was 
reached last year, said Laura Szkudlapski, English teacher, and Southern 
Middle School Four Diamonds Fund advisor. Inspired by Penn State’s 

yearly dance event, THON, the Mini-THON was the culmination of a year-long fundraising effort.  

“You should be very proud of your contribution,” she told students at a pep rally that was held in their honor. “Parents, 
students and community members were so generous.”

New for this year’s event was a Southern Middle School fundraising Website, established as a secure way for contributors to 
send payment directly to the Four Diamonds Fund on behalf of the sponsored child. “The Website definitely contributed to 
the increased number in our fundraising total,” Szkudlapski said.

Throughout the fundraising program, Southern Middle School students 
also paid to take part in various activities, including teacher duct taping 
and the Dunk-a-Teacher fundraiser. 

To show their appreciation for the students’ fundraising efforts, teach-
ers Steve Hildebrand and Caleb Walls had their heads shaven during the 
pep rally. Also, Susquehannock High School graduate and Penn State 
football player, Chaz Powell, surprised the middle school students with 
a visit. He encouraged students to perform their best on the Pennsylva-
nia System of School Assessments (PSSA’s). He also spoke of the peaks 
and valleys that he and his teammates faced during Penn State’s most 
recent football season.“If I can do it, you can too,” Powell said. “Keep 
pushing forward and do your best. You might get the opportunity one 
day to do what I’m doing now.”

Chaz Powell surprised students during a pep rally.

Madison Mummert held buckets of water in an endur-
ance contest, called Fatigue Factor. 

Students to Display Talents at Arts and Technology Fair

Art Teacher Wade Bowers helps Alexis McClure prepare her 
work, which will be displayed at the SYC Arts and Technology 
Fair.
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The Susquehannock High School Life Skills Support (LSS) students 
will spend their year-end trip visiting Hershey Park, thanks to the 
generosity of the community. York-based Arace Transportation 
donated a limo van, worth $750, to transport the students and 
teachers for their trip to Hershey Park on May 24, 2012. In addi-
tion, $65 worth of Hershey Park admission costs was also donated 
to the LSS class from Becky Stevenson, a child care teacher at Christ 
Lutheran Church in Shrewsbury. 

“Our students always look forward to our end of the year trips 
because we try to provide them with an experience that they might 
not have done before,” LSS teacher Tom Laure said.

The LSS students have been determined to be developmentally 
functioning below their expectancy, due to cognitive delays or sig-
nificant intellectual disabilities. LSS assists these students in the 
transition from school to work.

“To see the students have this opportunity is so important,” Arace 
Account Development Manager Brian Gay said.

Southern Middle School Hosts Dinner for Charity  
Southern Middle School students and staff are working together to help end hunger. The school 
will host an Empty Bowls Dinner on Thursday, May 31, 2012 from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. in the South-
ern Middle School cafeteria. The dinner is a culmination of a yearlong project that benefits char-
ity.

Throughout the school year, students prepared for the event in various classes. Eighth grade 
students created original designs for their hand crafted clay bowls in art class with Art Teacher 
Trisha Coggins. They also prepared meals for the dinner in their Family and Consumer Science 
classes, which included traditional beef chili, white chicken chili, and vegetable soup. These 
meals were then frozen for the event. The dinner also includes bread and a bake sale for dessert 
to complete the simple meal. 

Students may either purchase their own bowls or donate them for the Empty Bowls Dinner. 
At the event, guests may buy a handmade clay bowls for $10 each or chose a Styrofoam bowl, 
which cost $2 each. All bowls may be filled and refilled with the dinner meal, as desired. Musical 
entertainment will be provided during the dinner. Afterward, the Southern Middle School Band 
concert will take place at 7:00 p.m. in the Middle School auditorium.

This year marks the 10th year for the Empty Bowls event, Coggins said. Proceeds from the din-
ner will be donated to local and international charities, including the Southern York County 
Food Bank and the Seva Foundation. Seva works around the world, promoting health and well-
ness, community development, environmental protection, and cultural preservation. Last year’s 
event raised about $2,000, she said.

The students designed and created the clay bowls to represent a vessel which can be repeatedly filled. “This year I gave a requirement 
that the bowls are to be more creative, but yet still functional,” Coggins said.

As students molded their clay bowls, they considered their functionality as they formed a flat base and then rounded the shape. 
“Make sure the bowls can hold a cup of liquid,” Coggins instructed her students. 

Once the bowls were shaped, students designed repeating patterns 
with toothpicks. They used books and magazines to find the patterns 
and practiced by sketching them beforehand.  

This project also enables them to appreciate the value of their art work 
and the time it takes for them to create the bowls. “They need to stop 
and pay attention to what their time is worth,” Coggins said. 

The Empty Bowls Dinner will feature new bowls from this year’s eighth 
grade students along with bowls from prior years. Guests may walk 
the Empty Bowls Road to examine the artwork from previous years as 
well as the new creations, which will also be on display in the cafeteria. 
All of the bowls will be for sale. In addition, representatives from the 
Southern York County Food Bank will attend the event.

An eight grade student uses a rolling 
pin to flatten a clay wedge before shap-
ing it into a bowl.

The Life Skills students will be visiting Hershey Park as part of 
their year end-trip and riding in a limo van.

Life Skills Students to Visit Hershey Park
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Southern York County School District 
2012-13 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 

 
Downsizing Continues with 2012-13 Proposed Budget 

The Southern York County School District has proposed a 

$47.5 million budget for the 2012-13 school year that uses $1.4 

million of unrestricted savings (fund balance), includes a 1.96 percent 

tax increase, and includes cuts exceeding $900,000. The plan approved 

by the Board of Education on April 19 includes the loss of eight 

positions, including six teachers and two support staff positions.  

This brings the total to more than 40 positions the District has 

eliminated over the last three years amid one of the worst financial 

crises in our country’s history.  The proposed budget includes another 

$365,000 in reduced spending for other District programs, including 

supplies, staff development, co-curricular staffing, and athletics.  Total 

budget cuts in the last three years amount to more than $3.25 million, 

nearly 7% of the District’s budget.  

Board members approved the plan after months of District-

wide collaboration to reduce a deficit of approximately $900,000 

resulting from declining state and federal aid. 

Quality Educational Program for All Students 

Amid the talk of budget cuts, an important fact remains:  Your 

tax dollar supports a quality educational program for all students.  The 

budget cuts have been difficult and have resulted in reduced services 

and staffing levels across every segment of the School District, but we 

stand committed to deliver a quality educational program for all 

students. By redeploying teachers, we have and will continue to, 

maintain acceptable class sizes at all levels.  

“We continue to maximize our resources to make certain we 

are able to maintain our excellent educational program,” said 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Thomas Hensley.  

  “Even in these difficult economic times, the Board and 

Administration believe this budget achieves our goals of providing the 

best possible program and services for all students while remaining 

mindful to our community’s financial realities,” said Board President 

Robert Schefter.  

Southern York 

County School 

District 

Student Achievement 

Southern’s sustained 
academic achievement is 

obtained through 
continuous curriculum 
development and the 

implementation of rigorous 
instructional opportunities, 
which are differentiated to 

meet the needs of all 
students. 

 

Report Card 

Pennsylvania System of 

School Assessment 

(PSSA) 

All five schools in the 
Southern York County 

School District met 
Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) during the 2010-11 
school year in all 17 areas.  
We were one of only three 

districts to meet the 
standards in all of York 

County. 

Scholastic Aptitude 

Test (SAT) 

The overall SAT score for 
Susquehannock High 

School students was 1541, 
as opposed to the overall 

Pennsylvania score of 1473 
and overall national score of 
1500. Compared to 14 other 

school districts in York 
County, Southern’s students 

ranked first in the reading 
and writing portions and 

second in the math portion 
of the SAT. 

 

The School District’s business office is readily 
available to meet with you individually or in groups to 
present and discuss budget and financial information 
related to the School District.  It is our desire that the 

budget process and financial affairs of the School 
District are open and understood by the citizens of 

our community. Detailed budget information is 
available on the District website at:  www.sycsd.org 
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2012-2013 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 

The Southern York County School District’s proposed budget for 2012-13 includes a 

1.96% real estate tax increase (0.33 mills) more than the current budget. This results in an 

additional $56.10 for the median assessed home of $170,000 in the Southern York County 

School District.  

The tax increase is slightly below the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) 

taxing index of 2.0%.  The index is the amount determined by PDE as the allowable tax increase 

for the Southern York County School District. This is the 5
th

 consecutive year the School 

District’s tax increase is below the PDE index. It is worth mentioning that the strategy of many 

school districts is to tax at or near the PDE index – a strategy that is difficult to dispute due to the 

uncertainties of revenue sources and known expenditure increases. It should be noted, however, 

that this is not the strategy of our Board of Education. The strategy of our Board of Education is 

to do everything possible to maintain the lowest possible tax rate necessary to carry on our 

outstanding educational program.   

 

Tax Rates and Equalized Mills  

The table to the right shows 

the real estate tax rate and equalized 

mills of the District in comparison 

to other York County school 

districts.  

What is a Mill? 

A mill is a unit of currency 

that is equivalent to 1/1000 of a 

dollar (1/10 of one cent or $.001). A 

mill levy is the number of dollars a 

taxpayer must pay for every $1,000 

of assessed value. For example, the 

current 2011-12 real estate tax rate 

of 16.84 mills results in a tax bill of 

$1,684 for a home assessed at 

$100,000.  

What is an Equalized Mill?                             

An equalized mill is a standard 

millage calculated by dividing a school 

district’s total taxes by its total market 

value.  In other words, equalized mills 

express tax rates as a percentage of 

market value. Equalized mills are 

used to provide real comparisons of 

actual tax efforts across district 

lines.  This comparison is important 

because the calculation includes the entire market value of school districts, including residential 

and commercial properties.  

Southern York County School District remains next to the lowest in York County for real 

estate millage and equalized millage rates. 

 

York County School Districts 

 in the LIU 
 

2011-12 

Real Estate 

Tax Mills 

2009-10 

Equalized 

Mills * 
 

York City 
 

31.0778 
 

32.6 

Northeastern 23.72 23.5 

Dallastown 22.26 23.1 

Red Lion 22.0597 22.7 

Dover 20.53 23.3 

South Eastern 20.51 20.9 

York Suburban 20.453 23.3 

West York 19.8121 21.6 

Spring Grove 19.67 20.3 

Hanover 19.07 20.8 

Eastern 19.05 20.4 

Central 17.76 19.0 

Southern  

(12-13 proposed) 

(current 11-12)  

 

17.17 

16.84 

 

 

18.1 

South Western 16.55 15.7 

   *2009-10 is the most recent data on equalized mills 
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2012-2013 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 
 

Continued cutbacks at the State and Federal levels mean the 

School District must once again find ways to save.  The 2012-13 

proposed final budget calls for the following cuts totaling $920,250 

from reduced staff, services, and supplies:   
 

 Student Transportation - First Student has agreed to a 0% increase 

and the fleet will be reduced by one van. 

 Reductions in professional teaching staff, including six teaching 

positions due to retirement or attrition.  

 Reductions in two support staff positions due to retirement.  

 Reduced department and building budgets each by 5% or more, 

including all building allocations, technology allocation, athletics, 

services and supplies, and maintenance and custodial supplies. 

 Reduced staff development conferences and substitutes.  This is in 

addition to the reductions in conferences and workshops by 65% 

last year.  

 Athletics and co-curricular programs - Charge admission to junior 

high sports, charge admission for varsity field hockey, family 

responsibility for disposable gear, and reduced number of 

supplemental contracts for co-curricular activities.  
 

Revenue 

At the center of the issue of thorough and efficient funding of 

Pennsylvania public schools is that funding provided to Pennsylvania 

public schools from the State has declined to a historic low.  Act 580 

of 1966 included the recommendation that the State’s share in funding 

public schools should be a minimum of 50%.  Funding provided to 

Pennsylvania public schools from the State reached a high of 55% in 

1974, however has declined significantly, which has resulted in school 

districts having to raise the remaining funds at the local level. The 

chart below shows that the State share of funding public education in 

Southern York County has dropped to the staggering low of 30% for 

the 2012-13 school year.  

 

Southern York 

County School 

District 

Cost Effective 

Operations 

A primary responsibility of 
the School Board and 

Administration is to ensure 
that public revenues are 

spent in a responsible and 
cost effective manner.  The 
Board and Administration 
also have an obligation to 
maintain a strong financial 

condition, high credit rating, 
and reserves sufficient to 
sustain our outstanding 

educational program during 
difficult financial periods. We 

can assure you these 
responsibilities were 

successfully executed. 
 

Report Card 

Energy Management:  The 
District averaged $0.19 per 
square foot less than the 

state average, resulting in 
$124,411 saved in 2010-11. 

 
Operations & Maintenance 

Staffing, contracted 
maintenance, supplies, and 
utilities costs were $660,000 

less than other school 
districts in the state (on a 

per square foot basis). 
 

Student Transportation 
costs were $495,591 less 

than other school districts in 
the Lincoln Intermediate Unit 

(on a per student basis). 

Cooperative purchasing   

of supplies (art, athletic, AV, 
custodial, general school 

supplies, paper) and 
commodities (natural gas, 

fuel oil, and diesel fuel) 
saved more than $246,000 

in 2010-11. 
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2012-2013 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 

Expenditures 

The increase of $1.7 million in total District expenditures is driven by a few factors:   

 Mandated contributions to the State’s retirement system has increased by $860,000 

 Medical insurance costs have increased $600,000 despite the District more than doubling 

the amount contributed by employees.  The increase is due to the Federal mandate 

requiring employers to insure dependents up to age 26, as well as actual claims expenses.  

 Debt service for the Friendship Elementary School building project amounts to $300,000.  

It should be noted that salary accounts are flat, and in fact, have decreased slightly.  

 

 

Revenues 2012-13 Budget 2011-12 Budget

Local Revenue $31,302,140 $30,728,137

State Revenue $14,449,280 $13,704,731

Federal Revenue $325,700 $346,000

Fund Balance Use $1,439,000 $1,018,814

Total Revenue $47,516,120 $45,797,682

Total Expenditures and Other Financing Uses 

2012-13 Budget 2011-12 Budget

Regular Programs - Elementary / Secondary $20,307,886 $19,405,686

Special Programs - Elementary / Secondary $5,888,395 $6,037,942

Vocational Education $746,870 $425,700

Other Instructional / Higher Ed Programs $430,198 $458,956

Support Services - Student $1,618,774 $1,530,486

Support Services - Instructional Staff $1,081,028 $1,065,652

Support Services - Administration $2,815,671 $2,613,091

Support Services - Pupil Health $334,260 $382,978

Support Services - Business $807,793 $764,177

Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services $3,703,363 $3,567,364

Student Transportation Services $1,861,955 $1,828,626

Support Services - Central $997,336 $992,543

Other Support Services $34,000 $34,000

Student Activities / Community Services $845,911 $849,357

Interfund Transfers Out of the General Fund $5,742,680 $5,441,124

Budgetary Reserve $300,000 $400,000

$47,516,120 $45,797,682  
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